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At our September meeting, you will see the ins and outs of the MMRA's ten repeater sites 
through a multimedia tour. There will also be important news about the Slygo Hill and 


Membership Meeting ~ 17 September 2008 


Talk in on 146.79 


The MMRA Virtual Tour 


Stoneham installations (see below.) 


The meeting begins 7 PM at the Town of Weston Public Library, 87 School Street. 


From 128/95 


Take Route 128 to the Route 20 exit (exit 26). Go 
west on Route 20 about 1.5 miles to the first traffic 
light, which is on the corner of Route 20 and 
School Street. Turn left on School Street. The 
library is 4/10 of a mile on your right. 


From the Mass Pike Heading East 


Take Exit 13, Route 30. Go east, towards Natick/ 
Wellesley. Stay on road for approximately 4 miles, 
through three sets of lights (You will enter 
Wayland, then Natick, then Weston). Once you are 
in Weston, turn left at the first set of lights 
(Wellesley Street), and travel approximately 1.5 
miles. At island, turn left at the stop sign and bear 
left onto School Street. The library will be on the 


left. 


Stoneham Update... Bob DeMattia, K1IW 
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Next Meeting 
As you may know, last spring The Gutierrez Company, owners of the former MMRA Information 
Stoneham hospital, informed the MMRA that the property was going to be torn 
down. MMRA vice president Steve Telsey, who had been working with the Lahey _"easurer’s Report 
Clinic on a separate radio project, approached Lahey about locating a repeater at Boxboro Report 
the Burlington location. In a meeting with Lahey last week final approval was re- May Meeting 
ceived. After some hardware is ordered, MMRA will be relocating the Stoneham ; 
repeater to Burlington, most likely in October. We will be organizing a work party ENTE Ui 
to take down the equipment from Stoneham and install in at Burlington - all in one President's Message 


day. Keep an eye on your email as to the specific day. 


Events & Fleas 
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About the Minuteman Repeater Association 


The Minuteman Repeater Association Repeater and Frequency Information 


(MME) cede to pinata ae and ieestion MHz PL Call Linking 
public service. The MMRA maintains a large To Hub 1_To Hub 2 
system of repeaters in Eastern Massachu- MMRA Voice Repeaters 
setts Marlborough 53.810 71.9 W/1BRI PTL — 
Belmont 145.430 67.0 WAI1RTT — — 
The MMRA meets (usually) on the 3rd Mendon 146.610 | 146.2 N1BHI FTL planned 
Wednesday of September, November, Janu- Quincy 146.670 146.2 | W1BRI PTL PTL 
ary, March, and May. Meeting time, locations Stoneham 146.715 146.2 = NiINVL PTL PTL 
and talk-in frequency vary. These are an- Weston 146.790 146.2  N1BE PTL planned 
nounced in the newsletter and on weekly nets. ___Brookline 146.820 | 146.2 | KSTEC FTL PTL 
Meetings are open to all interested parties. palberough | ee 2 ail sll 
Hopkinton 223.940 103.5 N1BHI FTL — 
The Minuteman newsletter is mailed one Quincy 224.400 103.55  N1KUG FTL PTL 
week before each meeting. Members are Weston 224.700 103.5 | NINOM FTL planned 
encouraged to submit articles. Articles may Marlborough 224.880 103.5 = W1MRA FTL PTL 
be sent to the editor via email to newslet- Weston 442.700 88.5 = NINOM Network Hub 2 
ae (PTL to Hub 1 or 448.625) 
ter@mmra.org. The deadline for articles is Sianshanti 446.725 885  W1DYJ FTL PTL 
the last Friday of the month preceding the Southborough | 449.575 88.5 ~—~ W1BRI FTL = 
meeting. Marlborough 449.925 88.5 | W1MRA Network Hub 1 
: (planned — link to 448.625) 
Each Tuesday evening at 8PM the MMRA Affiliated Voice Repeaters 
links most of the repeaters for an open net. Bolton 29.620 | 131.8 W10J PTL to Hub 2 
The topic is “Technical Information and Other Vea ES ec) 
Stiff’ Please ioiniis Norwell 145.250 77.0 AC1M PTL PTL 
; ‘ Coventry RI 145.370 67.0 N1JBC PTL — 
Membership in the MMRA is open to all Norwell 443.600 88.5 NS1N PTL PTL 
radio amateurs. Annual dues are $25 per Princeton 448.625 88.5 W10J PTL to Hub 2 
individual or $35 per family. See our website (CETL (0 20.009) 
Diaplesiasidee al y: Milford 446.825 100.0 WA1QGU) PTL to 53.810 
for details. Brookline | 447.875 136.5 K1IW FTL PTL 
Email to the club leadership should be sent eal SNS ES _ 
to contact@mmra.org. The MMRA maintains Marlborough 144.390 none  W1MRA APRS Digipeater 
6 sia Wee / 22? 145.630 146.2 | W1MRA Fox Box 
> http: .org 
Seer eww rina. OF Internet Echolink node 94940 
An email distribution list for club members IRLP node 4133 


named “MMRA” has been established at: 
; FTL = Full Time Linked (usually to Hub 1) 
htto:/Avww.yahoogroups.com/ PTL = Part Time Linked (on schedule or demand) 


Note — a repeater can be linked to only one Hub at a time. 


PL: PL is required to prevent interference. The code 750 will 


Ne hi. - 
Opler Of US ReWsleher Camb? Cop temporarily disable the MMRA PL on the 2M repeaters. 


ied or posted elsewhere without prior 


Autopatch: Only the Hub 1 has a telephone line. Link to Hub 1 if necessary, 
then bring up the autopatch using the 449.925 autopatch codes. 


approval from the club. Your coopera- 


tion in this matter is greatly appreciated. 
Control codes are sent to members upon receipt of dues. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Kevin Paetzold ~ K1iKWP 


I have been honored to serve as the treasurer of the 
MMRA for the last four years and was re-elected in 
May for a fifth year. I previously served as vice- 
president and president for several years. Most members 
are aware of the general membership meetings which are 
held five times each year. There are also another set of 
meetings of the MMRA which usually occur in the 
months which do not have general membership meet- 
ings. Even though these meetings are generally known 
as the “Board Meetings” all members are invited and 
encouraged to attend as this is the forum where most 
decisions (and votes) that relate to the policies, opera- 
tion, and funding of the club and the repeater system oc- 
cur. Information which is presented at the “Board Meet- 
ings” generally includes detailed financial information. 
The purpose of this article is to make some of this finan- 
cial information more visible to the membership at large 
and to provide a summary of the May 2007 through May 
2008 fiscal year. 


The MMRA fiscal year runs from the time of the elec- 
tions (which occur at the May meeting each year) to the 
next election. The May 2007 through May 2008 fiscal 
year concluded at the election meeting in May 2007 at 
which point the May 2008 through May 2009 fiscal year 
commenced. 


In the previous fiscal year (May 2007 through May 
2008) the income was $6863.47 and the expenses were 
$4132.33. That means that income exceeded expenses 
last year by $2851.14 which is an overall surplus. 


Included in the above totals are $200.00 in dues for the 
2008-2009 which were collected and $2300.00 in actual 
donations (which are being held) for the upcoming 
MRW project. Taking both of the above into account 
the surplus is really $351.14. 


The above $6863.47 income was made up of $3294.71 
in 2007-2008 dues, $200 in 2008-2009 dues, $507.03 in 
miscellaneous income (mostly equipment sales such as 
EBay and Marlboro Flea) and $2861.73 in donations. 
$810 of 2007-2008 dues were collected in 2006-2007 are 
not included in the above totals. 


The above $4132.33 in expenses includes $724.81 for 
electricity and $361.00 for phone service (both) at the 
MRW repeater site. It also includes $140.74 in bank 


fees, $68.00 for the PO box, $18.50 in state corporation 
fees, $75.00 to the Campion Center (for the May 2008 
meeting), $150.00 for the ISP which serves up the 
www.mmra.org website, and $150.00 for rent at the 
MRE site. Most importantly $1130.23 in repeater sys- 
tem improvements is included. The MMRA carries li- 
ability insurance which has a cost of $520 per year. 
Printing and postage for the newsletter cost the club 
$424.47. Each member that elects to receive the news- 
letter by email is saving the club almost $10.00 per year 


Although the numbers in this article indicate that the 
MMRA once again operated in the black for the last year 
it is important to remember that an event such as a light- 
ning strike such as occurred near the Quincy site this 
summer could present a large unforeseen set of expenses 
at any time which would rapidly use up any surpluses 
that we generate. 


It should be remembered by all we still have a large ex- 
pensive project pending for the MRW site for which 
costs will almost certainly exceed the generous dona- 
tions and pledges that we have already received. 


Although we have received $1775.00 in dues for 2008- 
2009 (some members have already renewed) we need to 
collect an additional $2642.71 in dues to reach the same 
membership support level as 2007-2008. 


I hope that this article has given the members who do not 
attend the “Board Meetings” some insights into some of 
the recurring costs for operating the system as well as the 
one time costs that occur when putting new and/or im- 
proved repeaters on the air. If you would like more in- 
formation about these aspects of the MMRA I strongly 
encourage you to attend one or more board meetings in 
the future. 


On behalf of the membership and the board I would like 
to thank NIHBR, KB1EB, KSTEC, KB1ILOY, 
KBIEFS, KC1US, N3EVL, KK1X, and NIDDU for 
their donations or pledges for the upcoming MRW/Sligo 
Hill project. 


73, 


Kevin (KI KWP) 
Treasurer, Minuteman Repeater Association 
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Boxborough Convention Report 
Kevin Paetzold ~ KiKWP 


The MMRA once again 

hosted a booth/hospitality 

suite at the bi-annual ARRL Jj a 
New England Division con- iH fy Associati 
vention in Boxboro. The — 


MMRA also hosted and 
operated the talk-in station 
for the event. Many thanks 
to FEMARA (which is the group that actually sponsors 
and organizes the event for all of us) for again making a 
prime spot off the courtyard available to the MMRA. 


The MMRA foxbox was hidden on Friday afternoon for 
round one and was found on Saturday by W1HEFN at 
11:00, WIDYJ and W1SJ at 15:21, and WBIEWS at 
15:30. The foxbox was re-hidden Saturday evening for 
round two but there were no signs that anybody found it 
on Sunday. 


At the event 45 members 
renewed for the 2008- 
2009 membership year 

* ($1155 in dues). 31 of 

WW those members also took 
» advantage of the two 

. year renewal offer ($805 
in dues) and are now re- 
newed until September 
2010. A total of $1960 in dues was collected. 


Those members renewing for two years received a bonus 
of six raffle tickets. In addition $92 of raffle tickets were 
sold. We also received $10 in donations. Total MMRA 
income at Boxboro was $2062. 

I was very happy to meet 
many members and 
friends at the booth but 


be there all the time to 
meet everyone. I would 
like to thank those who 
helped staff the booth 
and provide talk-in. I would like to especially thank 
KBI1LOY for help with setup (on Friday) and take down 
(on Sunday) and also K1JAS who took the first shifts as 
net control for the talk-in station (starting at 6AM) on 
both days. 


Membership Meeting Report 
21 May 2008 


Astronomy Night (and General Elections) 
The Clay Center Observatory 


John 
Briggs, As- 
tronomer at 
the Clay 
Center and 
Ham 
(KB1PFT) 
and Bob 
Phinney, 
Director of 
Clay Cen- 
ter and 
Ham 
(K5TEC) discussed the latest educational and re- 
search collaborations at the Clay Center and how 
they help inspire students of all ages to keep up an 
interest in guy 

science ia 
and tech- | 
nology. 
The talk 
was fol- 
lowed by 
a tour of 
the ob- 


2008 MMRA MEETING 


at the Cla 


Center Observato! 


search 
equipment used. This was a “shouldn't miss it” 
membership meeting. 


General 
Elections 
=== for the 
; MMRA 
SEP ae held. See 
fi page 7 for 


wv 
the current 
a | 


officers of 
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MMRA June Board of Directors Meeting 
Bob Evans — N1BE — Clerk 


The MMRA board met on June 18, 2008 at the of- 
fice of Stratus Technologies. Present were 
K1KWP, K1IW, W1DYJ, W3EVE, N1BDA, N1MPN, 
NiNVK, W1BRI, WA1NVC, and N1BE. The meet- 
ing was called to order at 7:25PM. 


K1KWP presented a treasurer's report. Last year 
there were 173 members. So far 11 have renewed 
this year. We also discussed funds pledged and 
already donated for the Slygo project. 


The Slygo project in Marlborough is on hold. Al- 
though the city has collected about $300K from cell 
tower rentals, they got sticker shock when the least 
costly proposal for the work was over $700K. The 
Slygo tower is structurally sound at present. So the 
city will delay for at least a few years and accumu- 
late more rent in the duration before they get still 
higher bids. 


We still need to replace our rusting shelter at that 
site. Therefore we discussed options for: (1) mov- 
ing the shelter from Maine to Marlboro, and (2) get- 
ting permission to replace our shelter before winter. 


At Stoneham, we think it will be at least 8 months 
before they will have permits to tear down the build- 
ing that houses our repeaters. We discussed infor- 
mal probing and contacts for identifying alternate 
sites where we might relocate the equipment. 


MMRA net will be linked on Saturday evening of 
Field Day for a special Heavy Hitter Traffic Net ses- 
sion, Saturday evening. 


Discussion then turned to plans for the Boxboro 
convention. Bob has purchased the raffle prizes: 


e Icom V82 HT 


e MFJ VHF/UHF cross-needle power/SWR 
meter 


e MFJ deluxe 24-hour wall clock. 


Talk-in will be on 147.27, linked to UHF and 6 me- 
ters. We have permission to put a local repeater on 


the hotel roof. This might be used for talk-in. 


K1KWP has the fox box and will bring it. K1KWP 
will also coordinate staffing for the booth and talk- 
in. 


At the suite we will have a slide show, maybe a ser- 
vice monitor, 900 MHz repeater demo, and pro- 
gramming of 900 MHz radios. The GEMOTO talk 
about 900 MHz might generate traffic if they recom- 
mend our suite. K1IW will supply a flat panel dis- 
play. W1BRI will bring a computer and DVD for the 
slide show. 


There also will be a MMRA flea market exhibit with 
a sign referring people to our booth. We do not 
plan to sell anything at the flea so that booth need 
not be manned. 


Back to repeaters, the board moved to link HUB2 to 
W10J's Mt. Wachusett repeater and via that to 10 
Meters full time. 146.79 would link to HUB2 mid- 
day, leaving the repeaters not linked during com- 
muting hours. 


W1DYJ is looking for a replacement net control op- 
erator for the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 


W3EVE is interested in using the eastern half of the 
MMRA network on Sept 21 for the Jimmy Fund 
walk. He was referred to the MMRA Public Service 
coordinator. 


K1KWP mentioned there are some fox hunting op- 
portunities. We might get permission to hide the 
fox box in Worcester. The Reading QRA club is 
interested in a joint hunt with the MMRA. Also, the 
Framingham FARA club is interested in a fox hunt- 
ing talk. Since we gave a talk to FARA about 7 
years ago, this could be more advanced, perhaps 
with a local hunt. 


The meeting adjourned at 9PM. 
[Editor’s note: As can be seen from other articles in 


this Newsletter, some of this has changed since the 
BoD meeting in June.] 
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The Amateur's Code 
The Radio Amateur is: 


CONSIDERATE...never knowingly operates in 
such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others. 


LOYAL...offers loyalty, encouragement and sup- 
port to other amateurs, local clubs, and the Ameri- 
can Radio Relay League, through which Amateur 
Radio in the United States is represented nation- 
ally and internationally. 


PROGRESSIVE...with knowledge abreast of sci- 
ence, a well-built and efficient station and opera- 
tion above reproach. 


FRIENDLY...slow and patient operating when re- 

quested; friendly advice and counsel to the begin- 
ner; kindly assistance, cooperation and considera- 
tion for the interests of others. These are the hall- 

marks of the amateur spirit. 


BALANCED...radio is an avocation, never interfer- 
ing with duties owed to family, job, school or com- 
munity. 


PATRIOTIC...station and skill always ready for 
service to country and community. 


Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, 1928 


Marlborough Update... 
Bob DeMattia, K1IW 


Those that have been following the Sligo Hill 
situation may have seen the article in the 
Metrowest Daily News. The lowest bid which 
the city received was nearly twice what they 
anticipated. This has delayed the project 
schedule. The latest word from the city is that 
they still wish to go ahead with the project. 
They have been speaking with the contractors 
to find a way to move forward. More informa- 
tion is likely to be available by the time of our 
September meeting on the 17th. 


President’s Message 
Bob DeMattia, K1IW 


Welcome back to the 2008-2009 MMRA member- 
ship year! MMRA enjoyed a successful stint at the 
ARRL New England Convention in August, with 
45 members renewing their membership, and over 
half of those renewing for two years. If you 
haven't renewed yet, let me provide a friendly re- 
minder that all MMRA memberships expire on Au- 
gust 31st of each year, so it's time to renew! You 
can do this online at http:/(www.mmra.org, or by 
sending your dues by U.S. mail to the club address 
on the back page of this newsletter. If you do the 
latter, remember to send along any updates to your 
contact information as well. 


The convention reminds me of another important 
point. For ARRL members in the Eastern Mass. 
section, there is a contested election for the ARRL 
Section Manager this year. If you are an ARRL 
member, you should be receiving a ballot from the 
league in October. One of our MMRA directors, 
Mike Neilsen W1MPN, is a candidate for this of- 
fice. 


I have always known Mike to show the discipline, 
wisdom, and knowledge required for this position. 
He is well versed in the many aspects of our hobby 
and has been a staunch advocate for amateur radio 
when representing us in front of civic leaders and 
other non-hams with which we interact. Within our 
ranks, he has always been there to listen to our 
concerns and represent us to the league. Please re- 
member to return your section manager ballot. 
When you do, I heartily recommend that you vote 
for Mike Neilsen. 


Upcoming MMRA Meetings 


All meetings start at 7:30 unless otherwise noted. 


Date Location Feature 

Sep 17 7PM Weston Public Library MMRA Virtual Tour 

Oct 15 Board Meeting 

Nov 19 Membership Meeting 

Dec 17 Board Meeting 

Jan 21 Membership Meeting 

Feb 11* Board Meeting 

Mar 18 Membership Meeting 

Apr 15 Board Meeting 

May 20 Membership Meeting and General Elections 


* Not the 3rd Wednesday 
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MMRA Leaders 


President Bob DeMattia KITW 
Vice President Steve Telsey NIBDA 
Secretary open 
Treasurer Kevin Paetzold KIKWP 
Clerk Bob Evans NIBE 
Technical Officer Bryan Cerqua WIBRI 
Director 2008-10 Clark Conti NINVK 
Director 2008-10 Mike Neilsen WI1MPN 
Director 2007-09 Steve Schwarm W3EVE 
Director 2007-09 Roger Coulson WAINVC 
Emergency Coordinator open 
Net Manager Larry Banks WIDYJ 
Newsletter Editor Larry Banks WIDYJ 
Public Service Coordinator Bruce Pigott KCI1US 
VEC Liaison Bill Wade KIIJ 
Web Page Editor Bob DeMattia K1IW 
Don’t Forget! a ee 
Every Tuesday @ 8 PM u Newsletter Delivery u 
Technical, Informational T T 
and Other Stuff Net - If you received this via US Mail, you might : 
U want to think about having it sent by eMail. 
The MMRA’s repeaters are linked Tuesday nights for U You will receive it earlier, it will be in color, it 
the TIAOS Net. Join us! This is a good way to keep up | may have MORE great content, and it will L 
with what is happening in the MMRA and ask your ham | save the MMRA $$$! Send your request to ] 
related questions. | KIKWP@mmra.org. I 
WE NEED ANOTHER NET CONTROL. If you z : - 
would like to tray your hand at Net Control a i fan ibaa as a i 
me at W1DYJ@mmra.org — we have a script you can i : ll 
ol ee ee ee ee ee 


use to start with. This is good practice for a number of 


ham related operations, from emergency preparedness 
to contesting. 


Current Net Control Operators: 


Week 1 WAIJIM Jimmy Devaire 
Week 2 open 

Week3 WIDYJ Larry Banks 
Week 4 KIKWP Kevin Paetzold 
Week 5 WIDYJ Larry Banks 


MMRA VE Sessions 

3rd Saturday of each Month 
9 AM at the 

Marlboro Public Library 

Contact: Bill Wade, K1IJ 
781-891-9079 
Evenings 6 to 10 PM, 
Weekends 8 AM to 10 PM. 
Accredited by the ARRL VEC 


Membership Meeting ~ 17 September 2008 ~ 7 PM 
Talk in on 146.79 


The MMRA Virtual Tour 


At our September meeting, you will see the ins and outs of the MMRA's ten repeater 
sites through a multimedia tour. See page 1 for more info. 


Calendar of Ham Radio Events 


Public Service Events 


See this web site for contact information 


New England Area Ham - Electronic Flea Markets 
See this web site for contact information 


http://mit.edu/w1 gsl/Public/ne-fleas 


http://purl.org/hamradio/publicservice/nediv 


Sep 12 Franconia NH Reach the Beach Relay 
Sep 13 Hampton NH Reach the Beach Rela 
Sep 20 Winnipesauke NH _ Fred Brown Relay Race 
Sep 21 Hopkinton MA Jimmy Fund Walk 
Sep 28 Springfield MA American Diabetes 

Assn Walk 
Oct 4 Bristol NH NH Marathon 10 K road race 
Oct 12 Boston MA BAA Half Marathon 


20 Sept Alton NH MASONS @Lodge 
20 Sept _ Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW 

20 Sept Alexander ME StCCARC @EISch 
21 Sept Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT 

10-11 Oct Deerfield NH NearFest @FG 

12 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv 

18 Oct Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr 
19 Oct Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT 

25 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction 

26 Oct Hicksville NY LIMARC @LevitHall 
1 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions 

7 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction 

8 Nov Bourne MA FARA 


THE MINUTEMAN REPEATER ASSOCIATION 


MMRA 
P.O. Box 669 
Stow, MA. 01775-0669 


Email: contact@mmra.org 


WE’RE ON THE WEB 
HTTP://WWW.MMRA.ORG/ 


